
REAL Transition Partners
REAL Transition Partners is jointly managed by SPAN Parent Advocacy Network (NJ), 

Federation for Children with Special Needs (MA), and New York State Transition Partners 
(INCLUDEnyc, Parent Network of WNY, Starbridge). Providing information, training and 
technical assistance, and support to youth and young adults with disabilities and their 

families in Region A.

● A1: Pam Nourse, Federation for Children with Special Needs 
(FCSN), MA
○ Centers include: CT (AFCAMP, CPAC), ME (MPF), NH (NHPIC), RI 

(RIPIN), VT (VFN)

● A2: Dawn Monaco, SPAN Parent Advocacy Network (SPAN), 
NJ
○ Centers include: DE (DEPIC), MD (PPMD), NY (AFC, LIAC, 

INCLUDEnyc, Siergia, CIDA, UWS, Starbridge, PNWNY), PA (PEAL, 
HUNE, Mission Empower, PR (APNI), VI (DRVI), Washington DC 
(AJE)



REAL Transition Partners
REAL Transition Partners is jointly managed by SPAN Parent Advocacy Network (NJ), 

Federation for Children with Special Needs (MA), and New York State Transition Partners 
(INCLUDEnyc, Parent Network of WNY, Starbridge). Providing information, training and 
technical assistance, and support to youth and young adults with disabilities and their 

families in Region A.

Yearly Activities
● Each center develops a yearly action plan and receives funding to support the 

transition-related activities (funds disbursed twice a year)
● 4 Webinars & Train the Trainers per year: Examples: “Helping Families See 

Possibilities in Employment” Nov. 26 & “Getting Involved in the VR Process” Feb. 
20

● 3 Convenings per year with families, youth/young adults & professionals In 
Person: 1) Understanding Pre-ETS & VR Services Part 1 & 2 2) NPCC “Benefits of 
Integrating Youth in the Work of the Parent Center. 

● A #Transition Tuesday &#WorkforceWednesday template provided to all Region A 
centers containing resources/stories to share on all social media platforms every 
week. and  

● Fund Youth to attend in person events - locally and nationally
● An E-Newsletter disseminated monthly in Region A; Parent centers can tailor 

information targeted to their state. 



● Youth Leadership Council (YLC)
○ Consists of over 20 young adults connected to the 

Region A parent centers
○ Meet monthly to share resources, ideas, activities & 

information
○ Collaborate on Region and National conferences
○ Development of Collective Impact Infographic

● RAISE Youth Advisory for Change (YAFC) develop three 
months of social media posts (#TT) to share with Region A 
parent centers

● Collaboration with NTACT-C Youth Engaged in Transition 
Initiatives (YETI)

Youth Related Activities
In collaboration with NE-PACT

Region A RPTAC 



CI NEPACT YLC



CI REAL



RSA Progress reporting
Region B1

Region B1



Year 5 – Independent Living 



Parent and Professional 
Trainings



Independent Living



WAZE en Espanol 



Student Training 



Last 5 Years



Trainings

Parents 
Trained

1,786

Professionals 
Trained

1,005

Students Trained
398



Product Development

Trainings
39

Resources
150



Thank 
you! 

Kendra Wormley

703-923-0010

kwormley@peatc.org

www.peatc.org

http://www.peatc.org/


Region B-2 RSA PTI
Independent Futures 

that Work! Project

Building the Competence and Confidence of Young 
Adults with Disabilities to Access Independent 

Living and Employment Services

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com



The Independent Futures That 
Work! Project

• The RSA PTI Independent Futures that Work! Project is a project of the 
Alabama Parent Education Center Inc.  

• The RSA Parent Center B-2 Region includes PTI and CPRC parent 
center partners in Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, 
and Oklahoma.

• IFTW project works to ensure that individuals with disabilities and their 
families have the skills and knowledge necessary to effectively 
advocate for vocational, independent living, and other rehabilitation 
services.

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com



Our 
Accomplishments in 

2024-2025
What We Accomplished for the End of Year 4 

and the First Half of Year 5

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com



We became better in tracking the 
data of resource sharing and 
training activities
• In September of 2024 we trained all of our PTI 

state leads and partners on a two new Excel 
spreadsheet data collection tools.  

• All six PTIs have been submitting data 
quarterly, which has enabled us to really see 
what is being shared and what trainings are 
occurring and where when can do better

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com



Submissions to the NCRTM

• The Independent Futures that Work! project has 
submitted all 24 project-developed resources to 
the National Clearinghouse for Rehabilitation 
Training Materials (NCRTM) as 508-compliant 
documents, and all have been accepted.

• We are awaiting thirteen of the resource to be 
posted once the NCRTM publishing freeze is 
lifted.  Eleven are currently in the NCRTM library.

• One of our resources, “The Benefits of Work”, 
has been shared from the NCRTM library by 
OSERS and picked up by many others to share.  

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com



In Development

• In the last few months of this grant cycle, IFTW is:

• Creating a final nine-part training module entitled, 
“Postsecondary Transition – Planning for an 
Independent Life After High School”

• Continuing to host our Regional and state advisory 
committee quarterly meetings

• Continuing to meet quarterly as Region B-2 PTIs

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com



Our Major 
Accomplishments 
with the RSA Grant
What We Accomplished for Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 

and Half of Year 5

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com



IFTW “Here 
We Come!” 
Series

Tools to assist families 

to identify skills 

needed to live, work, 

and learn as 

independently as 

possible.

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com



“Here We Come!” Titles & Links

• Independent Living, Here We Come!
• https://www.independentfuturesthatwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Independent-

Living-Here-We-Come-v3-3-1.pdf

• Working Independently, Here We Come!
• https://www.independentfuturesthatwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Working-

Independently-Here-We-Come.pdf

• Learning Independently, Here We Come!
• https://www.independentfuturesthatwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Learning-

Independently-Here-We-Come-1-19-24.pdf

• College Ready, Here We Come!
• https://www.independentfuturesthatwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/College-

Ready-Here-We-Come-1-19-24.pdf

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com

https://www.independentfuturesthatwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Independent-Living-Here-We-Come-v3-3-1.pdf
https://www.independentfuturesthatwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Independent-Living-Here-We-Come-v3-3-1.pdf
https://www.independentfuturesthatwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Working-Independently-Here-We-Come.pdf
https://www.independentfuturesthatwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Working-Independently-Here-We-Come.pdf
https://www.independentfuturesthatwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Learning-Independently-Here-We-Come-1-19-24.pdf
https://www.independentfuturesthatwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Learning-Independently-Here-We-Come-1-19-24.pdf
https://www.independentfuturesthatwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/College-Ready-Here-We-Come-1-19-24.pdf
https://www.independentfuturesthatwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/College-Ready-Here-We-Come-1-19-24.pdf


How to Use the Checklists

• The checklists are designed to be used as an informal tool to assess 
skills a youth has or needs to live, learn, and work independently.  

• Youth and their families may use them to identify what skills they have, 
need, or should develop to be prepared to live as independently as 
possible, enter the world of work, learn independently, and be college-
ready.

• Parent centers, educators, and professionals may use the checklists to 
facilitate discussions about key skills needed to live, learn, and work 
independently.

• The checklists may be used to contribute to the development of IEP 
transition goals.

• The checklists may be used to identify areas of needed support and 
make connections to services that can support their development. 

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com



Other Project Accomplishments

• Website established that houses all our project-
created resources and related national resources

• 20 additional resources (in addition to Here We 
Come! series) created on various topics related to 
living, learning, and working independently for 
youth and young adults with disabilities.

• Two of the Here We Come! series and 18 
additional resources translated into Spanish with 
the remainder to come soon.

• Regional and six individual state advisory 
committees established and meeting quarterly.

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com



To access these resources and 
other project and national 
resources:

Visit the Independent Futures that 
Work! website:
https://independentfuturesthatwork.co
m

Follow us on social media:
Facebook:  
http://www.facebook.com/Independent
FuturesThatWork

X:  https://x.com/RSAPTI_IFTW

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com

https://independentfuturesthatwork.com/
https://independentfuturesthatwork.com/
http://www.facebook.com/IndependentFuturesThatWork
http://www.facebook.com/IndependentFuturesThatWork
https://x.com/RSAPTI_IFTW


Thank you!

For more information contact:

Alabama Parent Education Center

Independent Futures That Work! Project

transition@alabamaparentcenter.com

334-567-2252

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com

www.independentfuturesthatwork.com



Project Launch: 
Region C1

PACER Center’s Project Launch coordinated joint activities with 
parent centers in our region to share expertise among centers 
and support training and information activities that meet the 
needs of transition-age youth with disabilities and their family 
members.  The project will include focused activities to ensure 
it meets the needs of culturally and linguistically diverse and 

other underserved families. 



Centers of Expertise



Centers of Expertise, cont…



Some of this Year’s Resources and 
Activities

Nick on Employment

Postsecondary 

Transition



PACER Partnerships: Expanding 
Outreach to and Connecting with 
Families

Parent trainings on 

SSI and Work 

Incentives

Ensuring 

resources for 

families reflect 

their needs

3 part housing workshop attended 

by over 700 people from across 

the nation

Facilitating the 

connection 

between youth 

and families and 

American Job 

Centers



Links to Resources

• IEP Publications & Other Resources Wisconsin | WI FACETS

• OCECD Youth Self-Advocacy and Empowerment

• Youth in Transition Who Experienced Foster Care - Michigan Alliance for Families

• WV Secondary Transition Process Infographic

• WV Self-determination Infographic

• WV Postsecondary Goals Infographic

• Youth & Adults Suite - KY-SPIN

• KY SPIN Self Determination Video

• KY SPIN Youth Talks Videos

• Young Adult Program | IN*SOURCE

• What is Self-Advocacy : Self-Advocacy : Family Matters PTIC

https://wifacets.org/resources/publications/
https://www.ocecd.org/youthportal.aspx
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/transition-foster-care/
https://www.pacer.org/project-launch/pdf/wv-secondary-transition-process.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/project-launch/pdf/wv-self-determination.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/project-launch/pdf/postsecondary-goals.pdf
https://www.kyspin.com/youth-and-adults/
https://youtu.be/VYj1e6A2i1k?si=W4Eb-nS313J0z_Qs
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=KY+SPIN+youth+Talks&qpvt=KY+SPIN+youth+Talks&FORM=VDRE
https://insource.org/get-help/young-adult-program/
https://fmptic.org/self-advocacy/


Links to Resources, continued

• Embrace entrepreneurship!

• Supplemental Security Income application

• KY SPIN - Nick Talks Employment

• OCECD Youth Advisory Board

• WV Virtual Wrights Law Transition Conference 

• My Adventures in Youth Empowerment issue #4 -
Social Interactions

https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-a76.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-a75.pdf
https://youtu.be/-r09zO5aykQ?si=JU8gX7OSmbM8AWwF
https://www.ocecd.org/youthportal.aspx
https://form.jotform.com/242595033797164
https://filecabinet5.eschoolview.com/7132D93C-113A-42DB-AD9B-3D42946C44E5/dccc124e-c2a8-4440-bbc5-43fa23e59af8.pdf
https://filecabinet5.eschoolview.com/7132D93C-113A-42DB-AD9B-3D42946C44E5/dccc124e-c2a8-4440-bbc5-43fa23e59af8.pdf


Links to Resources, Final

• Disability Hub MN – Home

• American Job Centers: Information for Families 
to Know

• PACER's Housing Workshop Session 1: Creating 
the Vision

• Young Adults and Disabilities: What You Need to 
Know (Applying for SSI)

https://disabilityhubmn.org/
https://www.pacer.org/transition/resource-library/publications/NPC-61.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/transition/resource-library/publications/NPC-61.pdf
https://youtu.be/bnZHI3FiM-I?si=Dt2d7sBQBptUz_uL
https://youtu.be/bnZHI3FiM-I?si=Dt2d7sBQBptUz_uL
https://www.pacer.org/project-launch/
https://www.pacer.org/project-launch/


Jodi Webb

C.C2webb@pathfinder-nd.orgRegion C2



The Midwestern Collaborative’s Goals Are To:

o ensure PTI centers are equipped with the 
necessary knowledge of VR and CIL services, 
enabling centers to work with service professionals

omaintaining a resource repository for shared 
information for all regional PTI centers

o building and maintaining collaborative connections 
throughout states with VR, CILs and stakeholder 
agencies and entities

o networking regionally to learn from one another 
related to successful activities and “how to” 
presentations empowering sister centers to 
replicate  

38



Training & 
Resources

Completed:

o All about VR
• Webinar

• Brochure

• FAQ

o All about CILs
• Webinar

• Brochure

• FAQ

o Secondary Transition Acronyms & Definitions

o All about IPE
• Webinar

• Brochure

• FAQ

• In Process:

o Changing Roles for Parents
• Webinar

• Brochure

• FAQ

39

Resources are available 

upon request



Resource Repository

Nextcloud: 
o Shared regional files 

• Curriculum

• Resources

• Presentations & PPTs

• Marketing

• State’s VR plans
• Upcoming PD events

• Meeting notices & notes

• Reporting forms

Access to Midwest Collaborative Resource Repository is available upon 

request



Collaborative 
Connections

0
50

100
150
200
250
300
350
400
450

Collaborations New Connections

41

State PTIs report collaborative efforts with stakeholders on a quarterly basis.

45% of regional PTIs (n6) had under 5 collaboration connections beginning 

October 2020. Region C-2 has increased collaborations by 698% by the end 

of 2024 (n8).

Charts are reporting on a six month 

basis



State PTI Presentations and PD 
Opportunities

All About RAISE

RAISE team 
members 

presented on the 
RAISE grant 

components and 
the resources, 

trainings and tools 
that they have 

available to all state 
PTIs

Completed ✓

1

All About YETI & YEN
RAISE and YETI team 
members presented on 
the YETI youth group, 
how it came to be and 

what services they 
provide. They also 
introduced the YEN 

website and all of the 
amazing resources 
available that have 

been created by youth –
for youth 

Completed ✓

2

Reimagining Day 
Services

TranCen will 
address the 

growing movement 
to make day 

services more 
community-based, 
person-centered, 

and linked to 
employment

3

Planning For A 
Meaningful Life

TranCen will 
continue the topic 

from last session  by 
providing information 
on what meaningful 
day services look 
like and how to 

advocate for them

4

NTACT:C CBI Team 
Member – PTI Role

SDPC will be 
conducting a 

presentation on their 
experience as a first-
time attendee at the 

NTACT:C CBI 
conference as a PTI 
state team member

5

42

Presentation PPTs are available and/or recording links upon request



State Youth Activities

Beginning Activities

OCT 2020 - MAR 2021

APR 2021 - SEP 2021

OCT 2021 - MAR 2022

APR 2022 - SEP 2022

OCT 2022 - MAR 2023

APR 2023 - SEP 2023

OCT 2023 - MAR 2024

APR 2024 - SEP 2024

OCT 2024 - MAR 2025

APR 2025 - SEP 2025

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

Youth Activities

43

State PTIs report youth activity delivery on a quarterly basis.

50% or more of regional PTIs (n6) delivered under 5 youth and young adult 

(YYA) activities beginning October 2020. Region C-2 has increased YYA 

activities by 976% by the end of 2024 (n8). 

Charts are reporting on a six month 

basis



a program of Pathfinder Services of ND

24-25 Professional Development 

Opportunities

1. All About RAISE

2. All About YETI/YEN

3. Reimagining Day Services

4. Planning for a Meaningful Life

5. All About NCRTM

6. PTIs Role at NTACT:C CBI Conference

Subawards for Youth Activities

1. RAISE Summit

2. NTACT:C CBI Conference with 

Team

1. State Activities

2. Collaboration Expansion/Building

3. Youth Leadership

Conference Attendance Reimbursement



Melanie Cates – Program Manager

melaniec@opendoorswa.org

Nicole Barker – Deputy Director

nicoleb@opendoorswa.org

Region D1

mailto:mcates@opendoorswa.org
mailto:nicoleb@opendoorswa.org


ODMF Year in Review
• Transition Hub Website

• Transition Hub 
Newsletter
• Sign up link

https://mailchi.mp/92f4872fc48c/transition-hub


Region D2



OUR TEAM

Quinna Phillips
Co-Director

Melissa Edwards
Co-Director

Cade Hebert
Youth Innovation 

Coordinator

Michele Williers
Executive Director



States Represented

• Unserved/Underserved Populations
• Policy and Law
• Dignity of Risk
• Collaborative Efforts
• Youth Engagement
• Technology
• Communication

Region D2 
Areas of Interest



Technical Assistance

Coming Soon
• Independent Living 

Webinar Series
• Legal Considerations 

w/Fact Sheet
• Essential Forms Kit for 

Youth Engagement
• Personal Networks 

Training 
• Region D2 Parent Center 

Conference (Zoom)

Resources
• Accessibility Guidelines 

and Checklist
• ICAP’s for Youth Work
• Region D2 Parent Center 

Resources (Transition 
Resources by State)

• Region D2 Discord 
• Monthly Newsletters
• Piece of Advice Videos
• Youth Engagement 

Toolkit w/Section Fact 
Sheets

Webinars/Trainings
• Individualized 

Employment Plan
• Overcoming Barriers 

Infographic (YAC)
• Success Unmeasured
• WebAim Training for 1 

Parent Center Staff
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Youth Advisory 
Community

Project POWER’s

SINCE 2023

Oct. 2022 Collaboration 
with RSK/DAI.  First round 

of YAC applications

Jan. Oct. - 2023 
Trainings, Goals, 

Content Development  

Oct. 2024 - Mar. 2025
Employment Series, POA 
Videos, Communication, 

Second round of YAC 
Applications 

March 2025 
Podcasts, Overcoming 
Barriers, Collaboration 

with Colorado APSE 

Oct. 2022
Are we 
ready?

Jan. 2023
First Meeting 
(5 members)

June 2024
First YAC Leadership 

Conference

March 2025
Increase in 

membership
(9 members)

2025
Second YAC Leadership 

Conference



The Youth Advisory Community provides resources, real life applications and 
practical tools to individuals, their families, and professionals from a youth 
perspective about disabilities. We empower youth and young adults with 

disabilities through paid opportunities to have their voice heard. 



YAC
Our Favorite 

Projects/Trainings

Project POWER’s

“The Communication Trainings, because the trainer provides business training and corporate training providing personal 
real life skills and tools. Every time I attend one of their trainings, I learn how to navigate business and life together so that 

they are balanced enough that they don't have to be separate.”

“ I rather enjoyed the youth conference we did in Salt Lake and getting to know each other better.  The raining on 
speaking and communication was also my favorite all year.”

“The Autism Project when we did the info graph and the conference last June.”

“The training was on Success Unmeasured Conference and because I learned more about myself and being confident.“

-Youth Advisory Community Members-



OUR YAC AT WORK



PROJECT POWER’S

YAC 
What We’ve Learned!

Project POWER’s

“Some skills I gained are speaking up and being more confident and being better at communicating and using it in my life 
with other people in the community and at work” 

“How to make new friends and I use that in my life when I meet new people”

“Stepping into my own power in a way that influences and helps and creates connection for the good”

“Advocating for yourself gets you what you need faster than having others say it for you” 

“Empathy.  I absolutely love the community fostered within the YAC and feel it’s particularly important in the moment in 
time we find ourselves having to navigate”

-Youth Advisory Community Members-



QPhillips@peakparent.org
Medwards@peakparent.org
Chebert@peakparent.org

917 E Moreno Ave #140, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80903

Mon.-Fri. 8:00am - 4:30pm

719-531-9400
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