Exploring the Intersection: Parent Centers and
Vocational Rehabilitation Servmes A Deep Dive




Kick off Question

How important is it for
your Parent Center to
have a solid
relationship with
local/state Vocational
Habitation Services?

On a scale of 1-10 (with 10 being very important)



How does Vocational Rehabilitation(VR)
fit in the big picture?
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What is the State Rehabilitation
Council (SRC) in plain language

» Every State/Territory has a Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) Services Office

* This program provides grants to assist states in operating statewide
VR programs

e State VR Programs are required to have a State Rehabilitation Council

* the SRC reviews, evaluates, and advises the VR agency on many aspects of
their program.

e The SRC must have at least 15 members

 The SRCis required to convene at least four meetings a year which are
publicly announced and open and accessible to the general public.

This list goes on and on but let's talk about you and why this is
important to you!






The Survey

* 8 question survey was
distributed all Parent
Center over the past
few months

« 58 Parent Centers
Responded

XL

[——
—
]
|
=S
—— ]
E—




Do you have a relationship with your State
Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) Staff?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%



Which below bests describes your
relationship

Provides referrals to each other

Participate on the State Rehabilitation Council

Participate incoalitions, advisory boards, committees (networ king) with State VR staff

Hold statewide events together (i.e. conferences, workshops)

Invite each other to meet staff, share info

Applyforgrants together
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Do you have a relationship with your
local Vocational Rehabilitation Staff?

-

v
No [
Parent Center provides referrals to VR
Vocational Rehabilitation Staff refers to PC. _
Sit on coalitions, advisory boards together (networking) _
Vocational Rehabilition Skaff distribu te/display Parent Center materials inoffices [N
PC staff distribute/display VR materials [
Network w ith each other at outreach events

Hold local/regional events together (i.e. conferences, workshops) _

VRStaff Invike PC staff to come and shave information _
PC Staff invite VR staff to come share information _

Wiite grants together [
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Does your local Vocational Rehabilitation
Staff reach out to you? If so what for?

Provides referrals to eac hother
Sit on coalitions, advisory boards (networking)
Distribute/Display Parent Center materials in offices

Networ k w ith each other atoutreac hevents

Hold local/regional events together (i.e. conferences,
workshops)

Invite each over t0 meet each other’s staff to share info

Wirite grants together
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Are you a provider of Vocational
Rehabilitation services?
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Identified relationship barriers
between Parent Centers & VRs

« Lack of communication
* High turn over at VR
* QOperate in silos
* VR works with agencies that they have long history with
« The Parent Center is an afterthought
« Disconnect between state and local offices
« Staffing shortages/\Waiting lists

What Barriers are missing?

12



Examples of strategies that Parent Center’s
shared about their relationship with VR

Parent Center staff is chair of the SRC

Local VR Counselors work well with Parent Centers
Open dialogue about challenges, they value our opinion
We have a funded relationship with our State VR ie DIF
We provide Pre-Ets Services

We participate in many collaborative initiatives

VR staff come to some of our Transition trainings



Bullding
strong
partnerships
with VR

Share collateral resources

Have regular meetings/contacts

Actively participate on SRC

Invite VR to be on an advisory board

Ask VR to speak at conference

Have 'systems’ share about themselves

Invite VR to site on advisory board
Write grants together

Do Lunchlll



Resources

State Rehabilitation Council and Independent Commission Resources
Rehabilitation Services Administration (ed.gov)

National Coalition of State Rehabilitation Councils Home (ncsrc.us)

Looking for your SRC? SRCs (ncsrc.us)

Vocational Rehabilitation Technical Assistance Center for Quality
Management Home | VRTAC-QM



https://rsa.ed.gov/about/programs/vocational-rehabilitation-state-grants/SRC-independent-commission-resources
https://rsa.ed.gov/about/programs/vocational-rehabilitation-state-grants/SRC-independent-commission-resources
https://www.ncsrc.us/
https://www.ncsrc.us/
https://www.ncsrc.us/srcs
https://www.vrtac-qm.org/




