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Using Closed Captioning and ASL
Using Closed Captioning

• To start using CC, click the caption button

Uso de la interpretación de idiomas

• Hagan clic en el icono de interpretación

• Seleccionen “Spanish”

• Después de seleccionar “español”, hagan clic 
"Mute Original Audio"

Using ASL
• To pin the interpreter, hover over 

the video of the participant you 
want to pin and click ...
• From the menu, click Pin.
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Why Financial Education Matters



Pennsylvania Assistive Technology Foundation (PATF)

• Statewide, non-profit organization, based in King of Prussia, PA
• Majority of the Board and staff are individuals with disabilities and/or 

immediate family members
• Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI), consumer lender
• PA’s Alternative Financing Program (Federal Assistive Technology Act)
• Programs in other states and territories: https://patf.us/afplist

https://patf.us/afplist


PATF Programs and Services

Information and assistance about assistive 
technology (AT) funding resources and vendors

Financial loans for assistive technology

Financial education



What is Assistive 
Technology (AT)?

Any device or service that can help a 
person with a disability do the things 
they want to do.



Pennsylvania Assistive Technology 
Foundation

Mini-Loan Program

• $100 to $7,000
• 0% interest, zero fees
• Maximum repayment term is

48 months

Low-Interest Loan Program

• $7,001 and above
• 3.75% interest, zero fees

- Non-Guaranteed up to $60,000
- Guaranteed up to $35,000

PATF may be able to offer a partial grant in conjunction with a 
Mini-Loan. (Currently, mini-grants are available for low-income 
borrowers and for the purchase of tablets, regardless of the 
borrower’s income.)



PATF Mini-Loan Example

John, who is 18, has cerebral palsy and is a wheelchair user. John contacted PATF to 
request a loan to purchase a smart speaker with display and a smart thermostat. He 
wanted these devices so that he could control the temperature of his room by using his 
voice. He also wanted to use the speaker to listen to audiobooks and the news. A PATF 
Mini-Loan covered the costs of the new smart home devices John wanted, as well as the 
installation and training expenses.    



Why PATF’s Financial Education Matters?

• Disability community 
focus

• Covers an array of topics, 
including essential 
components for people 
with disabilities

• Make informed decisions
• Control of financial 

future
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Why Financial Education?

• Empowerment
• Financial Well-Being
• Autonomy
• Inclusion
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Financial Education for People with Disabilities
• Budgeting (money mapping)
• Understanding asset limitations
• Safely saving (e.g., PA ABLE)
• Banking
• Building credit
• Creating a home of your own
• Employment supports
• Adult decision-making
• Transition-age checklist
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Our Financial 
Publications

• Cents and Sensibility: A 
Guide to Money 
Management, 7th

Edition
• Educator Companion 

Manual, 2nd Edition
• https://patf.us/what-

we-do/financial-
education

https://patf.us/what-we-do/financial-education
https://patf.us/what-we-do/financial-education
https://patf.us/what-we-do/financial-education


Cents and Sensibility: A Guide to Money Management
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• Available in print and accessible PDF

• Also available in Spanish
• Glossary

• Activities
• Resources



Money Mapping and Earning



ABLE and Special Needs Trusts

•Who can set it up
• Income/Asset limits
• Costs
• Qualifying uses
• Full chart available at 

patf.us/publications
• National ABLE 

Resource Center
• ABLE Today

https://patf.us/who-we-are/publications/
https://www.ablenrc.org/
https://www.ablenrc.org/
https://www.abletoday.org/


Are You Ready to Go?
• Investigate SSI eligibility
• Enroll in Home and Community-

Based Services waiver programs
• Register for vocational 

rehabilitation services
• Establish a relationship with a 

bank or credit union
• Obtain identification card(s)
• Register to vote/selective service
• Gather health care information 

so that its readily available



Coming Soon…Investing

• New Chapter in Cents and 
Sensibility
• Includes topics:

• Stocks
• Bonds
• Mutual funds
• Risk
• ABLE program
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Educator Companion Manual
• Aligns with Cents & Sensibility
• Easy to use tabbed sections
• Chapter-by-chapter resources

• Educational Standards
• Essential Questions
• Supplemental Activities
• Key Terms
• Background Information
• Teaching Strategies

• Slide presentations
• Additional resources



Educator Manual – a look inside – Peer Teacher
Peer Teacher 
provides tips and 
suggestions for 
sharing their own 
stories about their 
financial 
education with 
students.



Educator Manual – a look inside – Borrowing 
Money

The chapter 
includes 
teaching 
strategies, 
covering topics 
from reading a 
credit card 
statemen to 
student loans.



Educator Manual – a look inside – Decision-Making

Our adult decision-
making chapter includes 
a PACED decision-
making chart and 
includes information for 
the educator on 
supported decision-
making, guardianship, 
POA, etc.



Educator Manual – Slides

Classroom-ready 
slide deck.



Educator Manual Supplemental Activity –
Comparison Shopping
Example: Comparison shopping for a pair of jeans



Educator Manual Supplemental Activity –
Comparing Credit Cards
Compare features and fees of at least two credit card offers and complete 
the chart below:



Getting the Conversation Started
Needs and Wants
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What is a Need?

Something you must have to survive, like a 
place to live, health care, and enough food 
to eat.
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What is a Want?

Something you might like to have, but you 
don’t need to have to survive and you 
don’t have to have right away.
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Need or Want?

You decide…
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VIDEO 
GAMES

IS THIS A 
NEED OR A 

WANT?



BIKE

BIKE

IS THIS A 
NEED OR A 

WANT?



Voice Activated Speaker

VOICE
ACTIVATED
SPEAKER

IS THIS A 
NEED OR A 

WANT?



SMART
PHONE

IS THIS A 
NEED OR A 

WANT?



StudyMoney.us
• Corresponds to Cents and 

Sensibility curriculum
• Accessible 
• Easy to navigate
• Interactive 
• Engaging
• Flexible
• Developed with learner and 

instructor in mind



StudyMoney.us Features
Resources section for learners and 
instructors.
• How to Use This Website.
• Helpful Links.

Activities.
• Interactive on website.
• Downloadable, fillable, printable PDF.

Review quizzes and badges.
Live links to resources throughout.
Glossary and key terms bolded/underlined 
throughout.

https://studymoney.us/


Content Page 
Example: 

Saving, Benefits, 
and Working



Activity Example: 
Saving, Benefits, 
and Working



Content Page 
Example: 
Adult 
Decision-
Making



Background: 
Legal Information 
About Decision-
Making
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Topic Quiz 
Example:
Saving, Benefits, 
and Working
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Topic Badge 
Example:
Saving, Benefits, 
and Working
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“It is thrilling to hear about 
the changes my students 
have made in their 
everyday lives. For the first 
time ever, Elysia had 
money left over at the end 
of the month.”
– KayLynn, Elysia’s instructor

Elysia
Location: Allegheny County
Program: Financial Education
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Free Webinar Series on Financial 
Empowerment for People with 
Disabilities
• Voting and Participating in the Census
• Identity Theft

• Saving with PA ABLE
• Funding Resources for Assistive Technology
• Money Mapping (Budgeting)
• Credit
• Tax Preparation
• Decision-Making Supports for Adults with 

Disabilities 
Recordings, transcripts, slides, and additional 
materials: patf.us/MoneyTalks

https://patf.us/MoneyTalks


Contact Us

patf@patf.us

www.patf.us
484-674-0506

1004 West 9th Avenue
King of Prussia, PA  19406

Sign Up for our Newsletter and follow us on Social Media:

mailto:patf@patf.us
http://www.patf.us/
https://patf.us/


Thank you!
Questions?



Thank you!


